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The Urban Poor Consortium’s Statement
on
Discrimination on the Post-Katrina Disaster Rehabilitation Process:

Evidence of Human Rights Violation by the U.S. government

On August 29th 2005, Katrina’s Hurricane shattered the city of New Orleans. After the
hurricane, world is stunned by the report of number of victims and lost caused by the hurricane.
More than 1,600 people were reportedly died and half of million of people lost their place of
living with financial loss calculated as US $ 200 billion.

On the effort of post disaster rehabilitation, The US Government is proven on failing and keeps
failing on fulfilling the basic rights of Katrina’s Hurricane survivors especially those who are
poor and coloured. Discrimination practices toward the poor and coloured survivors is proven
when right of adequate house, right of food, right of good health facilities, and right of work
have not been fulfilled up to two years after the disaster. Yet, the US Government even
conducting any efforts on hampering the survivors to return to their home and restart their life.

What occurs on New Orleans especially on the discrimination practices toward the poor and
coloured survivors is a form of human right violation which, basically, against with all words
proclaimed by the US Government as “a champion state of Human Right’s fulfillment”. For the
failure of the US government and misery suffered by our brothers and sister as a Katrina’s
survivors, Urban Poor Linkage (UPLINK) Indonesia filing this demand to the US Government
to fulfil the basic rights of survivors:

1. The right of Katrina’s survivors to return to their areas and start their new life. The ban

released by the US’s government, on a reason of safety, is against the right of everyone to

move and choose their place to live.

The right of adequate house, health facilities, and the fulfillment of food and occupation.

3. Participation of Katrina’s survivors as a subject on the process of post disaster
reconstruction and rehabilitation.

4. Accountability and honesty on the Katrina’s investigation process to assure that every
party could take and prevent the same thing happen in the future.
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